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Doctor of Engineering. Graduated from the Faculty of Engineering and
completed his doctoral program at the Grad. School of Engineering,
U. of Tokyo. Former Vice President of U. of Tokyo. Specializes in
Metallurgy and Resource Recycling. KUAS President since 2019.
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The future has always been driven
by the young

The future should be forged by the people
who will live in it. The heirs of tomorrow—today’s
students and the younger generation of research-
ers and educators—are the only ones who can
truly envision a world 30 years from now and
shape what comes next. This conviction lies at the
heart of Kyoto University of Advanced Science’s
motto: “Future Makers from Kyoto.”

Kyoto boasts a legacy of knowledge cultivat-
ed over 1200 years. With a proud tradition of
surviving the trials of time by welcoming other
peoples and cultures into the fabric of the city,
Kyoto’s systems and ethos embody a civic spirit of
resilience. For those who come here to study, we
believe this open and embracing city offers the
chance to grow into someone who builds the world
of tomorrow. It is our goal to nurture the minds
who will make the future not from Tokyo, nor
from Osaka, but from Kyoto. This in itself rep-
resents the initial stride in a formidable challenge.

English as a platform for dialog
on the future

A key approach to achieving this vision is
the concept of an international comprehensive uni-
versity. Currently, KUAS hosts some 470 interna-
tional students from 51 countries and regions
around the world and a substantial number of
researchers who have come to us from outside
Japan. Our Faculty of Engineering has transitioned
to an all-English teaching environment, and we
look forward to welcoming a new intake of inter-
national students this September with the launch
of international courses in our Faculties of Global
Business & Economics and Bioenvironmental

Sciences. Few, if any, Japanese universities offer

such an extensive English-language environment.

As Japan grapples with a declining birth-
rate, it is clear that as a country we must live in
step with the growth of other nations to continue
growing ourselves. Many of KUAS'’s international
students possess a passion for life and a longing
for what lies ahead, and I believe the determina-
tion with which they conduct their lives serves as a
positive source of inspiration for many of our
domestic students.

The joy of growing together
as an emerging university

It has been my personal mission to engage in
ongoing communication with faculty from both
our university and high school to formulate a blue-
print for “Future Makers from Kyoto,” honing a
vision of the student that embodies this ideal and
our institution’s role in facilitating it. Across
campus, I witness the enthusiasm with which our
educators—bringing diverse professional experi-
ence from a wide range of industries—guide and
support our students. It fills me with immense
hope to see how determined our domestic students
are to keep pace with their international peers. As
a growing university, the campus abounds with a
drive shared by educators, researchers and
students to see our institution thrive.

It’s okay to have doubts. It’s okay if your
first step is small. What matters is that you chart
your own course with a sense of personal owner-
ship. Find that one thing you do better than any-
body else, and take that with you when you ven-
ture out into the world. It may not happen straight
away, but with a stimulating environment, your
potential will blossom. If you have the dedication
and passion for learning, we have the environment
and the opportunity for you to shine. The future is
in your hands—let’s build it together at KUAS.
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Dr. Mariko Nagano completed her graduate studies at The
University of Tokyo, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.
She was an Adjunct Researcher at the University of Hyogo,
Graduate School of Simulation Studies from 2016 before joining
KUAS in 2021.
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Questioning “the little things” is the key to becoming someone

who can adapt to future change

I began studying water fleas somewhere
around my fourth year of university, and I've been
researching phenotypic plasticity in these creatures
for over fifteen years. “Phenotypic plasticity” refers
to an organism’s ability to alter its morphology in
response to chemicals indicating the presence of a
predator in the same body of water. For example, it
may grow a spine to make itself less susceptible to
predation. This is one way an organism adapts to
co-exist with its predators in a given habitat. My
research examines how living things adapt to envi-
ronmental changes, which ties in with societal
issues, such as how humans will adapt to global
warming and other environmental changes.

What’s great about KUAS, especially the
Kameoka Campus, is its location within a rich
ecosystem. When I was at a university in the city,
you had to drive for hours to reach lakes or ponds
to collect research samples. In contrast, Kameoka
Campus is surrounded by rivers, rice paddies, and
mountains, and home to a diverse array of organ-
isms. Such a research environment is rarely found
elsewhere. Additionally, there are several species
of large water fleas coexisting in the rice paddies
on our campus. I still remember the surprise I felt
when I discovered water fleas so close by.

You probably imagine rice fields used for
research as neatly cultivated plots, but here we have

the real thing: dirt levees, actual farmed paddies,
and real ecosystems where we can observe changes.
I think that’s the biggest advantage of KUAS
Kameoka Campus. I have been observing water
fleas living in rice paddies in our campus and have
found that, despite living in an environment with
many predators, they do not exhibit any defensive
morphology such as spines. This has led me to
believe that there may be some unknown defensive
strategies used by water fleas. This realization was
possible thanks to the “real world” conditions here.
It’s a delight to work in this research environment,
and I am very grateful.

To me, a “future maker” is someone who, like
the phenotypic plasticity of the water flea, is pre-
pared for coming environmental changes and can
adapt to the future. To do so, it is important to
always be alert and maintain a sense of awareness.
It is vital to have the ability
to question “the little
things” in your daily life,
such as “Are there fewer
birds now?” or “Why did
the creatures I used to see

last year disappear?” In
research, as in life, it is

important to find ques- 3y o FEEBOPELY S

tions for yourself. Tiny spine on the head of a water flea
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The ideal diverse
global learning environment

My dream is to create a future where technology makes the world more fun
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I've loved robots for as long as I can remember.
I was fascinated by them the first time my parents
took me to a theme park as a toddler, and I've been
pursuing my dream of making robots for theme
parks ever since.

I chose KUAS because there aren’t many
companies in Japan that offer the opportunity to
develop the greeting robots I'm interested in, so I
knew engineering skills alone weren’t enough— I
needed English as well to pursue my career abroad.
About half the students in the engineering faculty
are from overseas and the classes are all taught in
English, so it’s almost like spending your four
years at university studying abroad. I don't think I
could find that kind of environment anywhere else.

KUAS also offers various types of support for

students who wish to take on new challenges, like
the dinosaur robot project I started. We received
50,000 yen of funding per person from the university,
50 our six-member team had a budget of 300,000 yen.

We made an avatar-carrying, remote-controlled
mobile robot for the International Avatar Challenge
in Keihanna held in connection with Expo 2025
Osaka, Kansai. The professors, post graduate
students and international students from our lab all
got involved and the input we received from them
was invaluable.

Studying at KUAS has given me the courage
and confidence to take that first step and give
anything a go. My English skills have improved
immeasurably as a result of working on projects

with professors and fellow students from coun-

tries all over the world—Indonesia, India, the
United States and Sri Lanka to name a few—and
overcoming cultural and language issues togeth-
er. It’s the ideal environment for someone like me
whose dream is to work overseas.

In my mind a “future maker” is someone with
broad interests who has initiative and perseveres
without giving up. I've been able to build the foun-
dations to become that kind of person here at
KUAS. For me, the ideal future is one full of cute
entertainment robots, in other words, a world in
which robots are a source of joy. In my opinion, it’s
nice to dream of a society where robots aren’t
purely for our convenience but also make the world
a more fun place. I want to be someone who creates
that kind of future.
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Professor Junko Yamamoto of the Institute for International

Academic Research awarded Classics Day Cultural Foundation Prize
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Faculty of Economics and Business Administration,
Department of Business Administration and Faculty of
Bioenvironmental Sciences
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New international courses beginning in September 2025 with
approximately 80 international students to enter the Faculty of
Economics and Business Administration and around 50 to
join the Faculty of Bioenvironmental Sciences

[ @FEEFBERERH

RS2 [0 5 8 o7 B 7570 BRI KB BT O 7% FE il BV %+ %
RO E F RO TRBLEORFIEIER T 0V sk, i
MBI DAL I —2 ¥y T REZBL. 7 a—rUSTT 2 N %
WLET

0 NI AERIREE

EBE -2 RICED, HANRELEE— 22 EAS OB ELE S,
BRI 72 BR BT . 3 TOWHE -HFJEDIED MR L HFJE BN <1751
BRIDFSEIZ BT B LbAIRET T

@ SMIN SV

Il Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, Department of
Business Administration

Our English-taught program led by distinguished instructors from across
the world aims to cultivate professionals who thrive in a global environ-
ment. Upon completing foundational studies in economics and business
administration, students engage in practical projects with corporate part-
ners and participate in an internship program locally or abroad.

I Faculty of Bioenvironmental Sciences

The launch of our international course creates a stimulating setting for engage-
ment between domestic and international students. The program offers training
and research placements in the corporate sector and international research
opportunities at partner universities and research institutions.
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Professor Junko Yamamoto was awarded the Classics Day
Cultural Foundation Prize for her contribution to research,
promotion, and public engagement of Japan’s classical
culture. Recognized for her extensive research on The Tale
of Genji and Murasaki Shikibu, she was selected as the
recipient in the field of Literature and Thought. Professor
Yamamoto recalled that she first encountered the classics
as a child listening to her grandmother read The Pillow
Book as a bedtime story. “I’'m delighted that my scholarship
on Murasaki Shikibu and The Tale of Genji and my efforts
to share it with students through my classes has been
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Faculty of Health and
Medical Sciences
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Graduate School of Health Sciences
(name subject to change) to launch in
April 2026
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This new department will offer specializations in
Health and Medical Sciences and Health and
Sport Studies. Students will explore a broad
range of topics including recovery, health main-
tenance and promotion, and wellbeing. The
program is designed to prepare future research-
ers, educators and skilled professionals who
will go on to excel in medical institutions, educa-
tion and research organizations, and compa-
nies in the health and sports industries.

Master of Health and Medical Sciences (Nurs-
ing Course, Speech and Hearing Sciences
Course) / Master of Health and Sport Studies

Planned for establishment in April 2026. Plans are
tentative and subject to change.
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recognized,” she commented.
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Spring semester graduation for our
inaugural cohort and the arrival of
approximately 170 new students
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Students of the Faculty of Engineering’s first
ever international intake will graduate at our
Spring Semester Graduation Ceremony on
September 10. After spending four years in
Kyoto, they now take the next step toward
their individual career paths, whether it be
furthering their studies or entering the Japa-
nese corporate world.

We look forward to welcoming approximately
170 new students at the Fall Semester
Entrance Ceremony to take place on the
same day.
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